
This stained glass window is in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of our Diocese’s 
Cathedral of St. Peter.  The window depicts the scene of this evening’s gospel 

reading when Jesus broke bread with the disciples after encountering them on the 
road to Emmaus.

“With his appointment to Belleville, Bishop Braxton has changed his motto from 
Gaudium et Spes (Joy and Hope), the opening words of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil’s Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, to Mane Nobis-
cum Domine (Stay with us, Lord), the words of the disciples who encountered the 
risen Christ on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:29). This is also the title of St. John 
Paul II’s Apostolic Letter designating 2004-2005, the year in which the Bishop 
was appointed to Belleville, as the Year of the Eucharist. This gives expression to 
the centrality of the Mass and the Eucharist in his life.”  

–  from Bishop Braxton’s statement on his coat of arms

Conferral of the SaCrament of Confirmation



What are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit?
“Baptism, the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Confirmation together constitute the 
sacraments of Christian Initiation whose unity must be safeguarded.” (paragraph #1285, 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church) In today’s celebration of the Eucharist, during 
which our young people will be confirmed by the bishop, everyone in our church 
should be praying that they will be filled with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. These gifts 
include not only an increase in faith, hope and love, a greater commitment to Jesus 
Christ and His Church and the discernment of the life and vocation to which God is 
calling them, but also the gifts prayed for by the bishop in the prayer just before the 
Confirmation takes place. These spiritual gifts are: wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and the fear of the Lord.

What are the Fruits of the Holy Spirit?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists the Fruits of the Holy Spirit in para-
graph #736 as “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control” (Gal. 5:22b-23a). The actions of our lives should reflect these fruits.

What is a Bishop?
Faithful to Scripture and Tradition, there are three positions of ordained ministry in the 
Catholic Church: deacons, priests, and bishops. Bishops are priests ordained to contin-
ue the ministry of the Apostles of Jesus Christ by leading the Christian community, pro-
claiming the Christian faith, and calling the People of God to holiness. Bishops serve as 
pastoral leaders of local churches such as the Diocese of Belleville or the Archdiocese 
of Saint Louis. They are responsible for the pastoral, spiritual and administrative well-
being of all of the parishes and Catholic institutions in their dioceses. Only bishops can 
ordain deacons, priests and bishops. Bishops are the usual celebrants of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. All Catholic Bishops are appointed to the episcopacy by the Pope him-
self and they carry out their pastoral ministry in full communion with the Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, who continues the ministry of Saint Peter in the Church as head of the 
College of Bishops and Pastor of the worldwide Catholic Church. The correct way to 
address the Bishop in conversation is simply, “Bishop Braxton.” A more formal greeting 
is “Your Excellency.”

Cover Art: “Pentecost” by John August Swanson (2013)  Artist Statement: The scene 
is of the Holy Spirit descending upon the people, as mighty winds and tongues of fire, 
enabling them to speak to all of the wonders of God. In my image of Pentecost, I see 
the Spirit of God, re-energizing all people and bringing us together to work for peace, 
to heal the Earth, and to honor the diversity of our life’s journey. 23
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2019 Confirmation Candidates
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His Excellency 
The Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D.

Bishop of Belleville
Principal Celebrant and Homilist
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Master of Ceremonies

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church – O’Fallon, IL
Monday, May 6, 2019 – 7:00pm



Prelude
Veni, Creator Spiritus                                         Gerald Near (b. 1942)

introduCtory riteS 

Processional Hymn                                                    Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

(Please stand)

St. Clare of Assisi Parish Family extends its gratitude to...

Bishop Edward K. Braxton for celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation with the Parish Family of St. Clare of Assisi.

The people involved in preparing the confirmandi for this sacrament...

Fr. James Deiters 
Pastor

Jane Dotson
Director of Family Faith Formation

St. Clare of Assisi Parish

Brigid Sternberg & Simone Wheeler
7th & 8th Grade Teachers, 
Parish School of Religion
St. Clare of Assisi Parish

Beth Brandmeyer & Brice Miller
7th & 8th Grade Religion Teachers, St. Clare Catholic School

Diane Overmann
Director of Faith Formation, St. Clare Catholic School

Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music, St. Clare of Assisi Parish

The St. Clare of Assisi Hospitality Committee for hosting the 
beautiful reception immediately following the ceremony.

The musicians and liturgical ministers who prayerfully enriched this evening’s liturgy.

The sponsors and families of the newly confirmed.

4 21

O Holy Spirit, By Whose Breath



Sign of the Cross & Greeting

Penitential Act

Glory to God              Steve Janco

Ministers of the Liturgy

His Excellency
The Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D. 

Bishop of Belleville
Principal Celebrant and Homilist 

The Reverend James E. Deiters
Pastor- St. Clare of Assisi Parish

Concelebrant

Deacon John J. Gomez 
Deacon Gary H. Mueller

Deacons of the Word and Eucharist 

The Reverend Matthew J. Elie
Master of Ceremonies

Simone Wheeler
Reader

The Choir of St. Clare of Assisi Parish

Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music
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David Leisure
Cantor

Kelly Fleming
Psalmist

Mass of Wisdom 



 

Collect
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Veni Sancte Spiritus – Sequence for Pentecost

Come, O Creator Spirit, 
Come and visit your people here:

With your own grace, the gift divine, 
Fill all hearts with your holy life.

We call on you, the Paraclete, 
You bestowed by God, throned on high,

Font of life, fire, and charity, 
Anoint our souls with hallowed flame.

You impart seven gifts of grace, 
From the Father’s right hand you come,

As has been promised from all time, 
Granting our tongues the gift of speech. 

Fill all our senses with your light, 
Infuse our hearts with your love outpoured. 

Our frail flesh renew and sustain, 
Giving us your strength without end.

Keep the enemy far away, 
Grant us your everlasting peace,

And be our guide through our days, 
Protecting us from every harm.

Show us the Father present here, 
And help us to see God the Son,

You alone are Spirit of their love, 
This we ever hold and believe.

Glory we give to God Most High, 
And to the Son who arose from death,

We glorify you, Spirit blest, 
Now and always, world without end.



liturgy of the Word
(Please sit)
Reading                             Acts 2:14, 22-33

On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and pro-
claimed: “You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem.
Let this be known to you, and listen to my words.

“You who are children of Israel, hear these words. Jesus the Nazorean was a man 
commended to you by God with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs, which God 
worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know. This man, delivered up 
by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify 
him. But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held by it. For David says of him:

I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.
Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; my flesh, too, will 
dwell in hope, because you will not abandon my soul to the nether world,
nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. You have made known to me 
the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.

My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patriarch David that he died 
and was buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day. But since he was a prophet 
and knew that God had sworn an oath to him that he would set one of his descen-
dants upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that 
neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor did his flesh see corruption.
God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. Exalted at the right hand of God, 
he poured forth the promise of the Holy Spirit that he received from the Father, 
as you both see and hear.”
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Recessional Hymn                                                                                                               Thaxted

All music has been reprinted under OneLicense A-704899.

O Spirit, All-Embracing



Responsorial Psalm                                                                           Luke Mayernik (b. 1981)

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation            Paul M. French (b.1959)

Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 
make our hearts burn while you speak to us.
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ConCluding riteS
Greeting

Blessing & Dismissal

 Bishop: Blessed be the name of the Lord.
 All:  Now and for ever.

 Bishop: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
 All:  Who made heaven and earth.

Recessional Hymn                               The Recessional Hymn can be found on page 18.

Postlude

Psalm 104   

1. Bless the Lord, o my soul!
O Lord my God, how great you are,

clothed in majesty and honor,
wrapped in light as with a robe!

2. How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all
The earth is full of your creatures.

Bless the Lord, o my soul.

3. All of these look to you
to give them their food in due season.

You give it, they gather it up;
you open wide your hand, they are well filled.

4. You take away their breath, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came.

You send forth your spirit, and they are created.
and you renew the face of the earth.
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Gospel                  Luke 24:13-35

That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village seven miles 
from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.
And it happened that while they were conversing and debating,
Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recogniz-
ing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking 
downcast.
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?”
And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, 
“The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over
to a sentence of death and crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem 
Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place.
Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the 
morning and did not find his Body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who announced that he was alive. Then some of those with us went to the tomb
and found things just as the women had described, but him they did not see.”
And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
spoke! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him
in all the Scriptures. As they approached the village to which they were going,
he gave the impression that he was going on farther.
But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.”
So he went in to stay with them. And it happened that, while he was with them at table,
he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight.
Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?”
So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together
the Eleven and those with them who were saying,
“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!”
Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way
and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Please remain standing until Bishop Braxton has reverenced the Book of the Gospels.
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Communion Anthem                                                  
Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether

Harold Friedell (1905-1958)
 Text: Percy Deamer (1867-1936)

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; For when humbly, in thy name,
Two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them:

Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem.

As the brethren used to gather In the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to God the Father Break the bread and bless the cup,

Alleluya! Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up.

All our meals and all our living Make us sacraments of thee,
That be caring, helping, giving, We may true disciples be.

Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully.

Communion Motet
Stay With Us

Egil Hovland (1924-2013)
Text: Phos Hilaron (adapted)

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, stay with us. Stay with us, it soon is evening.
Stay with us, Lord Jesus, stay with us, it soon is evening and night is falling.

Jesus Christ, the world’s true light! Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it!
Stay with us, Lord Jesus, it soon is evening. Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for night is falling.

Let your light pierce the darkness and fill your church with its glory.

(Please stand)

Prayer After Communion
16



rite of Confirmation

Presentation of the Candidates

Homily                    Bishop Braxton

Renewal of Baptismal Promises

Do you renounce Satan and all his works and empty promises?
Candidates: I do.

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?
Candidates: I do.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father?
Candidates: I do.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who today through the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is given to you in a special way just as he was given to 
the Apostles on the day of Pentecost?
Candidates: I do.

Do you believe in the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?
Candidates: I do.

This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 
We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Assembly: Amen.
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Communion Antiphon            John 15:26

The Spirit, whom I will send you from the Father, alleluia; will glorify me, alleluia.

Communion Hymn                                      Carl Johengen (b. 1962)

The assembly is invited to sing the refrain.  

Verses (sung by cantor and choir)

 1. At the table of the world, some have plenty, some have none.
     At the table of our God, all are plentifully fed.
 2. At the table of the world, some have honor, some have scorn.
     At the table of our God, all are welcomed and acclaimed.
 3. Set the table of our God in the Church and in the world,
    Till the children, fed and loved, taste and see that life is Good.

At the Table of the World
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Laying on of Hands 

The Anointing with Chrism           Receive the Power
 

 

(Please stand)

Universal Prayer                       Stephen Eros (b.1990)

(Please sit)
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Communion rite
The Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace

Fraction Rite – Lamb of God

(Please kneel)

Invitation

Bishop:  Behold the Lamb of God,
  Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
  Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

Assembly:  Lord, I am not worthy
  that you should enter under my roof,
  but only say the word
  and my soul shall be healed.
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Psalm 141



Holy, Holy, Holy

(Please kneel)

Memorial Acclamation

Great Amen

(Please stand)

liturgy of the euChariSt

Presentation of the Gifts and Preparation of the Altar

Offertory Anthem                                          Randolph Currie 

Veni Creator Spiritus, mentes tuorum visita,
imple superna gratia, quae tu creasti, pectora.

Come, Holy Spirit, Creator blest 
And in our hearts take up thy rest;

Come with thy grace and heavenly aid 
To fill the hearts which thou hast made.

O Comforter, to thee we cry, 
Thou heavenly Gift of God Most High;

Thou Font of Life and Fire of Love, 
And sweet anointing from above.

Glory to the Father and to the Son,
And to the Spirit, Three in One,

For as it was in the beginning and is now,
And shall forever be, world without end.

Amen. Alleluia.
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Hymn to the Holy Spirit


